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FIG. 2 Colour pattern of Peponacephala electra. (1ltustration by P. Folkens.)

from
1'he best

,

-up views

1cation,

melon-headed whale (Fig. 2) is especially similar to that of the pygmy killer

whale, and the differences are subtle enough that clear, close

scveral perspectives are often necessary to prevent misidentif
field character for scparating these two specics is the shape of the head. P. electra

has a more triangular or pointed head when seen from above (Figs 3 and 4). In
contrast, the pygmy killer whale has a much shorter and more rounded head.

This characteristic is only apparent when the animals are seen at very close
range and is most obvious when seen from above. The flipper tips are more

tranded specimen [rom Tacaré, Bahia, Brazil. (Photograph by Salvatore

S

3
Siciliano.)
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